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(Volunteer liaffon-^S divisions) 



Based on interviews with niters of tlio above aenti nee* organizations, 
leading personalities in tho baltic States as well as in the above mentioned 
organisations, research conducted by use of periodicals, newspapers, magazines, 
history books, and 'ther material available on the subject, reports furnished 
by usually very reliable informants, as well as information received from the 
Berlin Document Center* 



E„ In order to understand the formation, existence and operation of the 
Baltic Legions, it is necessary to have a comprehensive picture of tho role 
the Baltic States played in international politics from 1919 until 19hl. 

The following is a condensed recent history covering that pe riod of time: 



(a) On 30 October 1739 the Soviet Union, represented by *r. itolotow, 
and Germany, represented by lfr. Ribbentrop, signed a non-aggressi on ;act which 1 

divided the Baltic States. KstpoU and I#b£* w ere to be placed In the S oviet 
orbit,. Whereas* Lithuania was Russia 9 # pjgpfc) i^i^4ieraany for receipt t*f the 1 

eastern fc^f . of Folandl Claiming tl»t sh# n < |^^ jtir base? end '-.aval shore 
batteries to counteract Qeraaiy 9 ^ ^e rl# j p a i c fo RttsSjU received such bases from 
three Baltic xfrtatea,- a* ti^wew pc^ their pownrAil a.jd *?e- 

manding neighbor* Lithuania, however,' German sphere, was made a 

target of German minority cilia# vdthin that country* That is the reason for ! 

a ouch greater number of rep&rtert^%^ ;bei#|^ jba 1939, 19U0, nr.d 1/Ll from « 

Lithuania; thaa from the other Baltic Statehi' ^Because of this, a far greater • 

nuaber of ldthuahians than Latvi#Ss"or ^stc«l#3is were naturalized as Germany 
cltisensv ? y >- ’ \ 

■ v; . . . . - 

v;0>)l Creation of the obove/wehtiODea air bases and naal shore Installa- 1 

tions weaV****!!#. ground for Soviet agent#*^*^ in th--. rulde of air 
and to begin expansion which up to that time 

had alarming proportiw Estonia. 

. : Xc) Claiming that the BaltiVSSSi^^ to attack the 

Soviet Union, thifl totalitarian' -these three natl ns on 

Juns ll», 25it0. • : 

: (d) Tbe Russian occupatt on bf t^ ^e^tlc States , which had a damaging 
effect on the population because daaoraU r ation and general 

chaos, lasted until June 22, l?Ulwhec war on tho Soviet Union* 

6$ of the Baltic inhabitants were :#l^ber IdOletf -ot deported by the Communists 

during their reign of “terror which' lasted' ^ar. Fearing persecution by the 1 

Russian authorities, many people hid In the forests for as long as 3 months* < 

• In their attempt to wipe cut any evidence of their atrocities, 1 

their killings, deportations, robberies, “aftf lootings reached unbelievable 1 

proportions in the very last days of their occupation, 1, e* just prior to the 
entrance of the German Army into the Baltic States* 
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(o) Within one week th* fter-ian Armies had overrun the Hnltlc States and 
pushed deeper into r ussia until they found thcuselvos on the outskirts of 
Leningrad, iloscow, and Stalingrad, It should be noted that the northern part 
of Ketonia was not occupied by the Germans until the end of August lyhl. 



II. Latvia 

(a) In the interim period, after the Russian forces had left Latvia and the 
German forces had occupied Latvia, partisan groups had been formed for the pur- 
pose of preventing the forcible deportations and robberies coi iltted by the re- 
treating Russians. Weapons for this operation were procured from supply points 
which the Russians had abandoned as well as from Russian soldiers which were 
captured and disarmed. The ranks of the partisan groups swelled from hour to 
hour, because the Latvian population was so enraged at the treatment it had re- 
ceived from the Soviet occupation authorities, that many men pursued the re- 
treating Russians in order to avenge the deaths, deportations and humiliations 
suffered by themselves, members of their families, or close friends. 

These men were not ornuiiM ^rti^wgth of a s-juad or olatoon 

and operated fis to mete out their own 

type of jMrtdeeV* tb*jr -da doubt pegs^ In a few instants. 

When the German Army was. pamrfaj^ a number of the*-© ^arti- 
sans rwjneeted to be incorporated intp tbe* ^ However, they wore in- 

f orsed . that id ^aeeordaaoe with 1 the &&&: gqytiP^^frtsrfare as established by the 
Geneva* • oif an be used in t!>e a rued 

forces . peppor* Shortly beginning of 

August; thart to disband. The 

order accompanied by an order 

prohibltt!^ -qT^ than those *.tho-iaed by 

the German. aotjviriilee. ^ ^ 

(b) Witb^ ctfths former govern <?nt employees 

and dtpri 'bean T«3X9irB<& ^5T the Fustians, returned 

to ths^^di^ postal^ thereby ooctin process which had been 
absent* : The Latvlans th^^ a solf-ad ministra- 

tion ^lich* in those days, was not t m : ^a^^n^tad , yet enabled then to repre- 
sent the Latylinlpebple when dealing civil administration which 

arrived:.' ilTl^^'ln. the end of • Augjwt'ipl^ ‘ ; ' 

(o) r Although .'.the Gaman civil: ado^^ in Latvia at the end 

of Angint true :• effect!^ begin until the very be- 

ginning of ’-j^MriU; ■' ft^rfehdbsya>- -ffiradt from the very beginning as 
a mip v^r&nmr. *$tki. Latvia; j • the administration of a for- 
eign ^pjp^Vih -toguags, . castw the Gernan civil administra- 
tion ^ form an office or , and for that purpose 

eelected ia^ Latvian General by \rm#b who had left Latvia and 
had ooms 1>o wftftishy in 1S39 under ■ 'tiiii program and had returns d 
to Latvia with tbe German forces in 19alf : 

One of tbe responsibilities of the Deputy Adnlnistrator was the pro- 
curement of manpower, be it far labor purposes or for military purposes. However, 
this office was at all times under direct control and supervision of the Oernan 
civil administration. 



(d) Under German supervision and und*r tho leadership oi a Cerian Indi- 
vidual named Dr, LA. f iuE, the Slcherheltsdienst unit (SD) In Latvia was created* 

The arriving Genian aeabars of tho iV comprised a * nail part of this organiza- 
tion which, at its pea*, numbered approxi aately 300 ten. The remainder of the 
•aerators (other than Germans) consisted of latvians and were into an 

SD Unit as such in the following manner* 

Prior to the beginning ol‘ florid fiar II, an organization existed in 
Latvia which was known as "Perkonkrusts" (Swastika Ligue) . The l»ad of 
this organization was a Latvian named gu stave CBLUINS. this organization, 
although not an wff ii w ills tw affiliate of the Mas! Party, believed in ite 
Ideology and closely followed the Has! plan for Oernan world-domination 
and racial extermination. With CBLtfINS at the head, t'*is "Perkonkrusta" 
allied itself with the arriving Oerain SD* 

One of the Latvians who had also jointed the SD, was an Latvian 
Individual named ABUS* Eventually ini9l£, AHAJS had nan* ;ed to sur- 
round M*aelf with e large tfuaber . of ^yian* working in the SD office, 
end hem an internal poHtdjdi^'; which resulted ;n 

of- regular JD opera- 
tions* : tttU grttpj tia^^'thi ■ g) and operated a card 

fii^f >ell' -iatvli**# . . internal coup, ArAJS 

beoi^the'- Latvian- ' Chief rank of Vajor by the 

Utniin SD entboritiee and:inren6iu^^ ^ce^^lagendary figure where 
etTboitleas,* and injustices'^^ dbnfl&nW ? v^ha ARAJTfi group soon t'-ftre- 
eiftiir ..'was known as ”ABAi?& has hetn trie for 

a JBbd^l^hr , ‘ tam o« d to spend several 
al> and is iceeidinc somewhere in 

-eoat^'idi 6e*a<^ near 

Gustsve C8UGCHS wee- Ijckiicfe^d^ shortly after the 

Iforl^ WXR H end is ruaoiri^^^^ immigrated to the U.S, 

(a) /'TB^rfcog the German , oooo p et to 1915, a great number 
of wllltptf^je- well as perw-flrtTitary Latvia . These units, 

facte re^udtijg- . the ir creation, 'euid . are described below: 

Oreettod of tha pqlice^h ^ • regiments iu Latvia can 

be «t#ihuted to two Latvian- C63Qinaie> (deceased) arid Col. 

0518 (at present in Knglanfl) afadamlir- rda^^tiiihed In the following manner: 

. ' v* . . .* * . . > : ■' 

y? ' • Viffoen., Letvie wag. t oppression by l)»e German Army, 
the Latvia Ifideri 'beWS$^ would boc;»me tin independent 

unit, with ell right® gran ted, empire. Consequently, 
two Latvian Colonels, Col* In Sweden) and Col. 

UBOLAV8 (deceased) , attempted : to\ Army for the purpose of 
combating 4)ht remaining Russian Axwjf pjdbketb, subsequent apprehension of 
all gongs of robbers * hich were tenrqrt*injt the farmers, and re-establishing 
the former Latvian borders in base of aitr future Red Army atv.cks* 

The most enthusiastic of the two colonels was DEOLAVS, who had 
actually procured the German Amy’s consent to such a plan. 



mr, shortly after the 
pittftly immigrated to the U.S, 

y ; 

fcl to 19 h£> a great number 
Latvia. These units, 
jtff, are described below: 

regiments ii. Latvia can 
fcfc}BS (deceased) arid Col. 



However, two other Latvian Colonels* Col, '.T.rSS am? Col. SIS, were 
•nore Interested in collaborating with the Genan officials, thereby nailing 
more personal power, ^poae*'. also to the ol~r. rf DiMLAVS and PLBhT'iKRS 
was the SO unit which at that ti* c-’S under the co-a-aand of Gustavs CSL’I'HS. 
Although It has never teen established the CD unit. In cooperation with hVISS 
and ISIS, Is suspected of having shot Col. D501AV5. The death of Col. DSG- 
LAV3, the driving power behind the plan to establish an Independent Latvian 
Aray. enoblsed ISIS and MISS to approach the Goman Lt.Oen, of t*» SS 
•JAF.HIKLX, Chief of the Police In the Baltic States, and present to him a 
plan of organ Lsing police battalions which oculd not inly estl aato the 
Hus-lan pockets of opposition still regaining, but alsc furnish a power 
which could enforce all laws and subdue the existing rvv. n, engaged in 
pillaging, robbing, and raping the population. 

Because of the existing unemployment situation, .’Et?.* and S-S had 
no difficulty in obtaining employees for these police battalions. However, 
personnel applying for employment with these police battalions, fimly ce- 
lievod that they would be used as regular policemen, ao t*is police was 
known as the Ordnungspoliael (order police). In some nieces, a certain 
mount of coercian was used by requesting sen in certain a o croups to 
appear at the District Cowiander^s office and sign a list that they were 
willing to serve as police sen in the OrdB^ngs-pollsel , If they refused 
to sigh such a list, another list Was placed before them *.hlch was xnown 
as "red Hit*. Raving signal thi* that they did not wish to 

participate in the Ordoungspolipei, r/^^.^jB^^eonsidersd as CoTvaunist 
sympathisers and were in seas oasee p rosso; Those who did sign *or duty 
, with the Ordnungspollsel, signed an agresa sent to resale for ?ne year. 

It is not possible to asospta&i flattest number of hat Elions which 
were subsequently formed. Howrv e r, it- '(qp^n^^that approximately 12 such 
battalions consisting of 3000 existed in Latvia. 

After the authorised strength battalion was pro- 
cured, these battal ions wine engaged tral ning , and f bar l ng 

completed suoh training, were -assign^ strategic installations, 

suoh #s . power plants, factoiie^a*^ bridges, and 

rail roads . ;.v * • b’-v.V:. 

In December 19lil, tbeearju^ and - rrinr the pretext 

that border sktimishes Instigated ^gjtjpirtila groups neede 1 Io ediate 
attention - these police battolibfU^ trans-r'-’-ed to the Bal- 

tic - Russian borders and then, without stepping, were sent further Into 
Russia and ordered to fight on the Ra^i^'^bnt In the v-cinlty of Lenin- 
grad, where they were placed under the; > obiuiuBid- of the local German Amy 
oomander* The first to be «$Lerted 'andvda^tVto the front wus the 16th 
Police Battalion. By suawr 19h2, the rnsj ofitf of these Battal; one had 
reached the Russian front, and most of those reaching the fr rrt were 
coowdtted in the vicinity of Leningrad**' 

Two of these battalions ware sent to Warsaw, Poland, where they 
were being used as guards in the local Ghetto, and whence they wer? taken 
frett Latvia by the German SS-Lt Col. TABBB. A cortain amount of suspicion 
exists that two other battalions participated in atrocities somewhere in 
southern Russia, however, this could not be substantiated. The majority 
of the battalions - those engaged in fighting in the vicinity of Leningrad - 
have never participated In atrocities. In fact, it has been found that 
very seldom If ever have any frontline units of the German Army participated 
in atrocities. -h- 



Shortly* after their arrival on the Russian front, the liattalJone were 
consolidated into Regiments and a Headquarters of PolLce Regiments established 
in Riga' This Headquarters was under the command of Col. Of IS, whose Chief 
of Staff was Col. LOBE, E. C. No* 26 193, declared not to be within the I.R.O. 
mandate in 19b?, and at present residing in DP Camp Neustadt Schleswig-Holstein* 
Col* WEISS, although a 'oeeaber of the Police Battalions, was first assistant to 
General BANKERS and his liaison between the Police Battalions and his Office of 
the Deputy Civil Administrator* 

In the a usaer of 19b2 - when the Police Battalions were consolidated into 
Police Regiments - these units were officially known as Schutmannachaften and 
retained this name until April 19b3* 

When the sabers of the*e Police Battalions had fulfilled their one year^ 
service, many desanded release from these units. However, this was not granted, 
as the Genian Army Field Commanders were badly* in need of men* *s a result, some 
neuters deserted on the spot, and others failed to return to their units after 
completion of & furlough at hose* 

2* The organisation known as A I A gi fiGI (Boas Guard) was first formed at 
the end of World far X« The best tnndlstion of AIZ8ARGI is Protective Organi- 
sation, and as Sueh an organisation their duties consisted at that time of 
protecting the local population fTa dang^s euch as floods, fires, forest fires, 
robbers, sod dents, etc. It could be aaidthat /this organisation performed the 
duties of an auxiliary police* '* 

On l5 Way 193b the last Latvian President* erli* UK. -AN IS, a graduate of 
the University* ofTNe breaks, managed to; obtain control of the Latvian Government 
by means of oou£ d r e^at^andkpreolaimed^ leader of the Latvian people* 
Althou^J^yM[iS , regime, which l?3b to I9b0, was a dictatorship, 

URlUdns'govbra&d the oountry in as.- daic^ way as was possible under a 

dictatorship, and Is credited with’ hiving^ country from financial 

banRng>tby<mod political doom* jip ' 

In ids attempt to rid his obunt^/of political parasites which were 
sponging on the government, he being a^aember df^bhe Farmers Party, utilised 
the Alssargl, who were also fbr the ntofpart" ^.fiphaers and Vierby supporters of 
ths Faxmsrs Party, to arrest all known Cdimotrists and Fascists in Latvia* 
Consequently, the Alssargl were the first; targets of Russian killings and de- 
portatiohs as they believed them to be the^a^& enemies* The Alssargl became 
a forbidden organisation after the ^dKLiniraslon of Latvia on June 17,19bO. 

In the middle of 19bb* a for^ Latvi^ general, Ifyfr.LIS, received per- 
mission from ths German authorities \tp' re-actdjrate th? Alssargl fas the puipose 
of protecting Latvia from the advancing!^ ♦ However, KURl'LIS along 

with a few other Latvian patriots,. Intended to. use the Alssargl as a core for a 
Latvian A ray which was to drive the crumbling German Amy out of Latvia, for- 
tify the Latvian borders, and stop the Red Army from entering Latvia* This was 
the only Latvian resistance group, as having been outfitted and supplied with 
weapons by the germsns, they operated in the woods and ambushed Oeman Amy 
units and Geras* Army transports* As a result, a Geman regular SS (AUgeoeine 
SS) unit was ordered to disband this organization and apprehend all its leaders. 
In the fall of 19bb, General KUFELIS and hie staff were arrested, eight members 
of his staff shot, and he along with some other members sent to Germany and re- 
mained under guard until the end of Aorld War II. 
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It Is extremely difficult to establish whether a Latvian served in the 
Latvian active underground (Aiseargi) in 1?LL, as no records have been kept 
of this organisation. At the present time, a Latvian named RAtT)ZTNS, who i 

claims to be a member of this underground movement, is issuing certificates 
to Latvian males to the effeot that they have been members of the underground i 

in Latvia in 1 9hk* 

It is the opinion of the undersigned that such certificates are worthless, i 

as it is Impossible to establish who had been a member of this organisation 
in 19hh. 

3. Youths of the ages of 16, 17, and in some cases even older were con- i 

scripted for service with the German Luftwaffe from l?bl to 19Wi and were known 
as Luftwaffe nhel fir. Although some of these youths possessed skills needed in I 

the German Airforoe, they were utilised mainly as laborers in kitchens , on con- 
struction of airfields and to perfom general military housekeeping duties. In 
some oases evsn older men were conscripted fbr this service as they possessed t 

needed qualifications, yet were not permitted to perform any duties other than 
manual labor because of security regulation. In acme cases these Luftwaffenhelfer i 
were uniformed. In other cases perform! the duties in civilian garb. In all 
oases none of them received any weapons while members of the Luftwaffe. i 

lu Latvian ycnthe of the ages of 16 and 17 were also conscripted for ser- i 
▼lee as fflJAwillige in 19U3 and 19Uw This Rilfewillige were not placed in an 
organisation as such, but rather sent to German Any units where they were uti- 
lised by the Oerman Army In tha same maimer as the Luftwaffenhelfer in the German i 
Airforce. These wen were not members; ;©f- the Baltic Legions, wore uniforms In 
some instances and in most, all instances aarrisdno arms. i 

$• In the end of 19lal, the OexpfB occupation authorities ordered that two i 
Construction Battalions (Pionier Battaillbi*)were to be formed, the aain power 
being supplied by the Oerman Labor Offloe mbo ^ a sufficient number of 
Latvian youths to begin service with toes# Battalions. Having 

received a slight amount of military tmiiiihg^ these two battalions were sent 
to tbs Russian front and wars assigned to the .German Any Field Coaaander of 
the central Russian front area. W 

6. ism h e r s of tha organisation Strmlo (Strassen-Verkehrs-Leitung "Oat") . 

Surface Transportation East, were civilians, yet wore ths unifora of a respec- 
tive tr snspor tati on organisation. In Latvia, members of this organisation 

worked on ths state railways and as ms chanica, welders, drivers, etc. for German 
azsiy eotorpools and other government Installations. Later, having been trans- 
ferred to Germany, the railroad nan oonttnued to work for ths Raichsbahn. Members 
of this organisation were never armed. 

7. Ths RAD (Relchsarbeltsdlenst) - began demanding man power in. Latvia 

as early as the end of 19U1. On orders from Berlin, the Oeraan Civil Adminis- 
tration in Latvia ordered the Labor Office to procure this manpower, however, 
persons consoripted in this manner had no way of avoiding this service, and were 
extremely opposed to, as It ssnt them out of Latvia and into Germany. 

Because the officials of some local areas had large Legion and 
R.A.D. quotas to fill in 19k3, they gave men called for military service a 
choice of serving in the Legion or the R.A.D. Since service in the R.A.D. meant 
leaving the homeland, most Latvian? chose the Legion, because the Oerman author- 
ities stated that the Legion would only have to fight in Latvia Ani never elsewhere. 
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8. When the German armies, which up to 19lt3 had victoriously conquered 
a substantial amount of Russian territory, began suffering defeats in their 
attempt to hold their gains and therbjr lost a great number of men, the German 
Government saw no reason why man power of occupied countries could not be 
utilised to spearhead the advances of the German armies and to hold their 
gains, and thereby diminish the casualties which the German Amy was suffering. 
There was, however, one obstacle to be surmounted in conscripting civilians 
of a conquered country, and this obstacle was the code of rules covering 
warfare as established by the Geneve r Convention. Cp to the beginning of!9U3, 
the Oexman Government had transgressed against the above mentioned rules in 
a comparatively small number of instances. However, in the beginning of 19k3, 
when a mass conscription of man power was being contemplated, the German author- 
ities were attempting to find a way to circumvent the rules of the Geneve r 
Convention. 

This problem was solved by a decision to form the so-called 
"foreign legions" which would be known as "Volunteer Waffen-SS Divisions". 

Consequently, a member of these divisions who was captured would 
have testate that his unit was a volunteer unit of the Waffen-SS. They be- 
lieved that any of the allied powers, capturing a member of these units , 
would never hesitate to believe that a man in the Waffen-SS could be nothing 
else but a volunteer. 

is an experiment of this idea, some of the aforementioned police 
regiments which were serving In the vicinity of Stalingrad, were selected in 
the end of December 191*2. is previously stated, those regiments were at that 
time known as S chut amannschaf ten end had already been placed in the 2nd raffen- 
SS Brigade which consisted of men of various nationalities. Ths decision to 
fora the so-called Baltic Legions actually came about as a result of a con- 
ference between Heinrich Binder and Adolf Hitler. During this conference 
Hitler approved Himmler's idea of the foxmitlcn of the Baltic Legions and 
issued the order for the creation of : a Latvian Legion February 10,19243* 

This order stated the following* 

"I order the creation of the Latvimi SS voluntary Legion. The 
else and type of the organisation is dependent upon the number of Latvian 
men available*. 

The fact that an carder for the creation of a Latvian Legion will 
be forthcoming was told to the chief of the 88 and the Police in ths Baltic 
States SS Lt. Gen. JEKEL2I who was Hiaolar’s son-in-law and who for a long 
period of time had been attempting to expel himself in the decoration known 
as the RITTSJKREOZ. Armed with this information JBTSLM believed he could 
obtain the RITTBflKHEUZ if he would start the formation of the Legion in* 

Latvia prior to the receipt of the actual order. As & result he informed 
SS Maj • Gen. SCHRODER, Chief of SS and Police in Latvia who in turn Informed 
the local administration in the beginning of January 19i*3 to begin accepting 
volunteers for the Latvian Legion. The self administration informed SCHRODER 
that volunteers would not be forthcoming. Conse quently on January 26, 192*3 
and again on February 6, 192*3 SCHRODER Alffi JEKELH attempted to procure the 
aid of the self administration In ths recruitment of volunteers. In view of 
the fact that the self administration was continually stating that no one 
will volunteer for service in the Legions JSCELN informed the * elf administra- 
tion on ths 6th February that there is no need to quibble about this matter 
as a Latvian Legion had already been formed. 
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In thia statement JEXELN was referring to three Police Regiments which had 
been transferred to the 2nd flaffen SS Brigade which at the time of their transfer 
consisted of aar\y nationalities. Shortly thereafter unite which consisted of 
nationalities other than Latvian were removed from the 2nd SS Brigade leaving the 
2nd Brigade with three Regiments, Uaj . Gen. SCHOLZ, Commanding General of all 
German Army troops fighting in the vicinity of Staling rod was informed that the 
2nd Waffen SS Brigade should be assigned to him for his use* When this Brigade 
arrived however SCHOLZ found that it consisted of only three Regiments and the pc 
R egiments tnd suffered a great amount of casualties and were thereby understaffed* 
Consequently he complained to JEXYLN who then - un the 2oth of February ordered 
the IfrftaV authorities to conscript one thousand Latvians for military service* 

Due to the lade of an organisation fbr the conscription of these men, it was not 
until eighteen cays later 1. e* in the middle of March when these one thousand 
men actually began their career as members of the Latvian Legion. Having re* 
celved a very Bight amount of training these one thousand men were sent to the 
Russian front on March 30, 1?L3 and were assigned to the 2nd 35 Brigade which 
at this time was known as the l?th Division of the Latvian Legion. 



In the very beginning of March SS Maj* Gen. HANSEN arrived from Germany 
in Riga with the assignment to organise the Latvian Legion. Under his direction 
the Latvian self administration and the office of the Deputy Administrator were 
charged with the physical formation of the Legion A. e* recruitment of manpower, 
establishing of supply channels, and proc urement of arms, ammunition, food and 
clothing* It appears that although JKKSLff attempted to direct the Legion even 
after the arri val of HANSEN all matters pertaining to tbs Legion were handled 
by HANSEN and JKKSLff seems to have been eliminated from the Latvian Legion 
organisation* 



* 



The population of Latvia was sceptical although not totally opposed to 
the formation of the Legion* The reason fbr this approval of such an organi- 
sation was the fact that the Germans claimed that this Legion would be a 
national Army and would be committed only to fight on Latvian soil whenever Com- 
munist forces were to re-enter and or reappear* In fact the Legion in Latvia 
':was known to most people as the Latvian Any* 



v x However, when the population was informed that Hitler had only allowed 
thSAfbraation of such a Legion under .the supervision and direction of the Waffen 
S3 k^great amount of opposition - passive and not active - originated. Neverthe- 
less these consoription orders fbr military duly had to be obeyed for non-compli- 
ance with such direct orders resulted in severe penalties which In seme cases 
amounted to death sentences. 



The Initial step in the physical organisation of the Latvian Legion was 
to obtain a leader for the Legion. The Germans were very particular as to the 
type of person they desired to be the figurehead leader of the Legion. This 
particular person should not be of an agre salve character - therefore a nan in 
his fifties, should have a certain amount of prestige is Latvia, and should ac- 
cept the fate of a figurehead and not assert himself. The Genian authorities 
be lieved that they had found such a person in the former Latvian General 
BANGBRSKIS who had been in retirement, in his fifties and had no particular 
political interests other than being a Latvian nationalist* 

The headquarters of the Latvian Legion was known to the Inspectorate 
of the Latvian Legion and BANOERSKIS the figurehead chief as the Inspector. 
Throughout the existence- of the Latvian Legion BANGBRSKIS had never obtained 
a directive outlining his /Unctions and his authority in fact a part of his 
staff was assigned to him by the German authorities without his knowledge and 
without his consultation, -8- 




a. As already stated the 19th Division of the Latvian Legion was 
proclaimed as such in the very early days of U roh 19h3 and at that time consisted 
of three Police Regiments, On March 20th one thousand con sc rip tees were added to 
this Division. It was soon realised that these consoriptees could never be used 
in the front lines because of the negligible amount of training they had received. 
Consequently they remained In the immediate rear and received further military 
training upon the completion of which they were placed In the front lines. Using 
these one thousand men the L2nd and U3rd Regiments cousaanded by Col .WEISS and 
Col. LOHBE respectively were formed. In the fall of 19b3 another Regiment - the 
Ubth commanded by Col. KOOIKS was formed of consoriptees. Two Police Battalions 
were also added to this - the Uith Regiment. Consequently at full strength - and 
fighting on the Russian front and in the vicinity of WOLC80W, Russia, this Division 
consisted of six Regiments, the original three the U2nd L3rd and Uith. In January 
19Ui the Division retreated to LPGA where it remained until March l?Ui at which time 
it retreated to StARAYA, RUSSIA. In April I 9 I 1 I 1 the Division retreated to OPOCHAA 
and subsequent to that it retreated before heavy Russian advances to Latvia where 
it held the Russian onslaught in the vloinity of HADOHA. In JUly 19U* unable to 
stem the Russian advances the Division retreated further through Latvia and fought 
in the vicinity of DOfiBLZS and DZUKSTC, retreating further and farther along with 
the rest of the Geraan forces until it reached the northwestern part of Latvia 
and kept this "island of opposition" from Russian occupation untLl the 7th May 
19L5 when the Allies ordered the capitulating German authorities to i- fora these 
fighting unite that they ware to surrender to the Russian forces . VThen this order 
was received by the 19th D ivisi on a substantial number of Latvians deserted and hid 
In the forests of KPRZ8ME (KTJHLAWD). These man constituted the first Ouerrilas 
that effectively operated In Latvia against the present Russian occupation. Some 
members of tbs 19th Division managed to leave Latvia for Oeraaqy with the last 
transports - by ship - as late as Hay bth, 5th and 6th, 19U5. The 19th Division - 
during its existence was commanded by SS Maj. Gen. SHULZ, SS Maj. Gen. SC!K)LZ, and 
SS Col. Let. Brig. Gen. STHICKENBACH* 

b* lien born in the years 1910 to 1925 were conscripted for service with 
the 15th Division of Latvian Legion in the middle of April 19U5* Also the officers 
which coaprlsed the cadre of Ihis Division were conscripted for service in March and 
April 19b3* In the beginning the 15th Division consisted of the 32nd Regiment (also 
known as the 3rd Latvian Regiment) oosaanded by Col. KRIPEHS later by Lt. Col. APERATS 
and Lt* Col* CEU£, the 33rd Regiment was known as the lath Latvian Regiment and was 
commanded by Col. JAHUKS. The 3Uth Regiment was known as the 5th Latvian Regiment, 
commanded by Col. APSITIS, later by Col* DZEKITS-ZEMIMS and Lt Col. VIES HE, the 
artillery Regiment commanded by Col. SKAISTLADK8 and later by Lt Col. KEBERGS. 

It should be noted that while all Divisions ware oownanded by Geraan 
officers tbs Regiments, battallions, etc, were commanded by Latvians. 

While engaged in military training the 15th Division was stationed in 
Latvia, the 3tnd Reglcent being is PAPLtf A the 33rd Regiment in VAINODE, the 3Uth 
Regiment in VEKTSPHS and the artillery Regiment In JELGAVA. The headquarters of 
the 15th Division was stationed in Riga during this time. The 32nd and 3Lth Regi- 
ments were for a while used as training Regiments engaged in instruction of newly 
recruited van which were subsequently sent as replacements for the l?th Division 
in Russia. 



» In September 19l*3 the 15th Division was considered by the Geraan 

authorities as sufficiently trained and sent to the Russian front nhere it fought in 
the vicinity of HOVO-SAKOLNIXI. In the end of January l?Ll the 15th Division retreated 
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to OPOTCHKA. At the end of July l?Ul the 15th Division was withdrawn from ' 

the front because of treraendous casualties and sent to Latvia where it was i 

located in the vicinity of CSSIS. On the 20th August 1?1*U the Division began 

sending its units to Oeraany via the port of UEPAJA. Upon arrival in the 

free oity of Dansig these units were sent further and were stationed in the 

vicinity of BUTOVTA-SOFIKNWALDE • By the end of virtually all units of 

the 15th Division had been transported by ship from LXBPAJA to the free city 

of Danzig and later to the area of BnTWA-SOFIENWALEE • In Latvia the German 

authorities were still drafting men and assigning them to the l$th Division. 

Upon conscription these men would be aent by the above mentioned route to 
BtrroVA^FIWtfALOS which had bedome the collection center and training ground 
of the l£th Division. On January IS, 19b5 the Russian forces broke through 
the German lines in the vicinity of HACKZL and the 15th Division was sent to 
stem their advances* Host all unite of the 15th Division left the rOTOIA- 
SOFTS HWALDB area at that time, a far untrained troops remaining behind. 

Because of the heavy casualties suffered when the Russian break-through was 
checked, the 32nd "egiaent of the l$th Division was disbanded and the remain- 
ing unite assigned the 33rd and 3bth Regiments* 

Described below la the retreat of the l$th Division of the Latvian 
Legion beginning with 22 January lSh5» 
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While located in the vicinity of Labomits on 16th March 191*5 an order 
from H laler was received by the Divisional Commander who in turn disseminated 
this order to the Regimental Commanders that all arms belonging to the l?th 
Division of the Latvian Legion were to be collected and forwarded to the Com 



me n ding Genera} of the area* Consequently fran that date on the 15 th Division 
of . the Latvian Lesion was used as a construction unit engaged in the construe-* 
tioh of anti-tank fortifications, air raid shelters, and trenches. 
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In OUTERGLDCK the Regime nt al Commander of the 33rd Regies nt found that 
a U* S. Army spearhead had crossed the Bibs River in that vicinity. This spear- 
head was finally located and the 33rd Regiment surrendered to the U. S, Forces 
in the very last days of April in the vicinity of SCBORA. At the tine of the 
surrender of the 33rd Regiment it consisted of UO officers, 126 BCD's and 658 
enlisted men. The 3l*th Regiment attempted to locate the Latvian Legion head- 
quarters in the vicinity of Lubedc and surrendered in unison with that head- 
quarters in the very first days of Uay 191*5* 

From its inception in the middle of April 191*3 until its capitulation 
the 15th Division of Latvian Legion was oomaandsd by the following officers* 

Maj . Oen. VON HANSEN 
tfaj. Gan. GRAF TON PUCXIES 
Brig* Gen* HBILMAHN 
Brig. Oen. VON 0BKUR2BR 
Brig. Gen. BURK 

The locations of the head q ua r ters of the 15th Division axe as follows i 
From the erection until September 1943 in Riga* At the front in the vicinity of 
VRLJXUI-Ltna until the middle of July l?Ui in FRIBKULR Utvia until 20th August 
then via the free city of Dansig to SOFIRNWAUJR. From SOFIBNWAILB with incidental 
short stops in various locations to UJBBCK. 

The headquarters of the Latvian Legion was located in the following 
places s From Kerch 191*3 until 10th October 19l*li in RIGA. On 11 October to 
* LXBPAJA via KULDIGA. A fp rward echelon was then sent to DANZIO WHERE it re- 
mained until 1* February $1*1*. Then the forward echelon moved to NB0 BRAKDENBUPO 
where it remained until the end of February 191*1*. It than moved to GOSTRftf where 
it was jointed by the rear echelon in the beginning of April 191*1*. The rear and 
forward echelons than moved to LDHSCK where the entire Latvian Legion which bed 
been eent to Germany surrendered to the U.S*Foroee. 

in. ESTONIA 

Estonia was no exception to the atrocities which the Rnseians committed 
in the Baltic States and as a result when the German Army entered Estonia in the 
end of July 191*1 many Estonians banded together into individual partisan groups 
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in an attempt to drive out the hated Russian forces. The oooupation of Estonia 
was not as easy for the Oeraan Army as the occupotlon of Lithuania and Latvia. 

Having cut off the Northeastern part of Estonia wfich otherwise would have served 
as an escape route for the remaining Russian forces In Estonia, the Oeraan Array 
found substantial resistance firm these remaining Russian forces which had no 
retreat out of Estonia other than the Gulf of Finland. Needing as many fighting 
units as could possibly be obtained for her push Into Russia Germany w elcomed 
the partisan units to fight with its Array thereby enabling badly needed battalions 
and Regiments to prooeed deeper into Russia. These partisan units which were known 
as Forest brethern molded into Battalions and Regiments and had hidden in forests 
prior to the German entrance in order to escape an imminent conscription Into the 
Russian fighting forces. 

Tbs SD unit in Estonia was formed on the same lines as the SD unit in 
Latvia. The German Chief of the SD unit was Dr. CANDEERGER, while the Estonian 
Chief was MERE. 

Polios Battalions which were later formed into Regiments were also formed 
in Estonia in the latter part of 19l*l and the beginning of 19i*2 and were committed 
on the Russian front in the same manner as the Latvian Police Regiments. It has 
been found that the Estonian Polios Battalions also participated in a certain amount 
of atrocities which Is emphasised by the fact that the individual named VERB, 

Chief of SD, was a member of the Police Battalions in Estonia. 

Luftwaffenhelfer, HUfswilUge and some pioneer (construction units) were 
formed in Estonia and utilised similarly to those units in Latvia. 

In March 19U3 tbs German units were contemplating to establish an 
Estonian Legion along similar lines as the Latvian Legion and as a result forcibly 
conscripted a former Estonian Col. J. SOQOiA, promoted him to tbs rank If General 
and proclaimed him to be the Inspector of the Estonian Legion in charge of the 
Estonian Inspectorate • 

When he assumed the responsibility of the position of the Inspector of the 
Estonian Legion SOQDLA realised that the various Estonian units assigned to the 
W2KRUACHT on the Russian front were sent there in violation of the rules governing 
warfare as established by the Geneva Convention. He consequently undertook to bring 
all Estonian units into the fold of the Estonian Legion 1. e. the 20th Division. 

He accomplished this task in March 191*1*. in spite of opposition from German Army 
commanders who were reluctant to release fighting units. 

The 20th Division of the Estonian Legion began as a Police Regiment which 
was assigned to this Division. Later by addition of more Police Regiments and 
Battalions as well as other Estonian units which were added this 'became known as 
the 1st Brigade. Subsequently this Brigade was know n as the 20th Division and in 
October and November 191*3 fought in the vicinity of NEWEXJ, Russia, In the end of 
November the 20th Division was withdrawn from the front and returned to Estonia, 

In the end of 191*3 and the beginning of 191*1* the majority of the Units of the 20th 
Division were engaged in courageous and sacrificing battles at NARVA near the 
PEIPUS lake. 

The Estonian Legion (20th Division) as such did not actually become an 
organised unit until the middle of 19U1*. This Is duo to the i’aot that the Russian 
forces entered and occupied almost all of Estonia prior to Latvia* Consequently 
Isolated units, belonging to the 20th Division, various Police Regiments and other 
units assigned to the WEHRtfACHT were forced to leave Estonia and proceed to NEU- 
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HAMMER Germany, via the free city of DANZIG. NBUHAMMER became the headquarters 
the collection point and the training center for the Estonian Legion* While the 
Estonian Legion was in NEUHAMM5R all the Estonian Units were eventually consoli- 
dated into the 20th Division* While in NARVA SOCDLA procured the promise of the 
German authorities that the Estonian Legion would not be used in front line 
fighting anymore. He based his request on the fact that a great amount of 
Estonian men had been lost in the parvious fights on the Russian front in the 
vicinity of KEflELJ and NARVA* Any further losses of Estonian manpower would 
practically annihilate the Baton! an nation* This promise however was not kept 
and the 20th Estonian Division was sent to the front in February 19l*g in order 
to stem the Russian break-through in the vicinity of 0PEL-REI8E. In this loca- 
tion the 20th Division was under the direct coax and of the C amending General 
of the 17th German Army* 



The reserves of the 20th Division were fbraed Into construction 
Battalions wad went located in the viotnlty of UKLKC and later retreated along 
the 20th Division which surrendered to the U*S* Forces in the very early days 
of Uay 19li5 In the vicinity of UJEBCK and at other polnte on the ELBE River. 

The 20th Division was commanded by the SS MaJ. Oan. ADG8BURGER and 
. consisted of three Regiments the l|#th contended by Col. EURO, Col. TORINO end 
Lt« Col. RSBAMB. The l*6th oomsnded by Lt, Col* RIIPALN end Capt. MAITLA 
and the l*?th by tfaj * VENT. 

IV. UTHUAHA 

As already stated Lithuania had been placed In the Oerman orbit In 
1939 and consequently was trusted by the German authorities as they believed 
that the Lithuanian people had turned pro-German. Consequently no attempt 
in the initial period of German occupation, 191*1 to I9li3 had been made to 
place any Estonian units directly under the Waffen SS. In Lithuania the same 
ms In Estonia and Latvia the following units existed! The SD, Police Regiments, 
Construction Units, Luftwaffenhelfe, Bllfswillige, STRILD, end Border Ouard Reg- 
iments . Members of these organisations were utilised In the same manner as in 
the other two Baltic states. 

In the end of 191*2 a Llthaandan nobleman. General gfltJlECKAVICItS 
realised that the same fate would befell the Lithuanian youth ms the youth in 
Latvia end Estonia 1. e. that Lithuania would eventually be conscripted for 
military service and placed under direct oomand of the Waffen SS. 

Consequently he - being a very great personality and a beloved leader in Lith- 
uania - undertook to create a Lithuanian fighting force for the protection of 
Lithuania. Contacting the Geraan Any authorities he proposed the formation of 
such an Amy, such proposal being welcomed ty the German Army and resulted in per- 
mission for him to fora a Lithuanian Any to be used as the German Amy authori- 
ties in Lithuania (teemed necessary. PLBCHAVICIUS further procured promises from 
the German suthoritiea that him Army would never be used outside of Lith uani* 
and would never be placed under the Jurisdiction of the Waffen SS* 

However, in the latter part of 19l*3 the German Army authorities in- 
formed PD5CHAVI0IUS that a shortage of manpower on the Russian front would neces- 
sitate utilisation of the Lithuanian Army In Russia. In their* attempt to con- 
vince Oenral VON PLBCHAVICIUS that cpmaitting hie troops against the Russians in 
Russia would benefit him greatly the Germans used the strongest arguments In 
their favor, depicting GermanyAa favoritism toward Lithuana both in the past 
and in the present* It ehould be noted that the Goman authorities could not 



stnply order the Lithuanian Amy to proceed to the Russian front without the 
consent of its leaders, since PI£CHAVXCIUS was a well known and well liked 
Lithuanian patriot and his support of this operation would be backed by the 
majority of the Lithuanians whereas his opposition would result in mutiny and 
possible uprising of the people* 

PI£CHA\T1CIUS however continued to demand that the Qerreans adhere to 
their original carat taents 1* e. to use the Lithuanian forces only in thsir 
homeland and flatly refused to order any of his troops outside of Lithuania* 
Fearing that such disobedience would be followed by another country if It 
were allowed to persist, the Germans arrested PLECHAVICIUS and members of 
hie staff, placed some of his staff members in concentration craps in Germany, 
sent PI£CHAVICIUS for a short period of time to RIGA, Latvia where he was con* 
fined to a house under guard) disbanded hie Army, jailing seme members and 
eventually sent PIECH1VICIUS to Oenaany where he was kept under guard until 
the end of World War II* 

Many of the members of PLECHAVICIUS Amy fearing arrest hid In forests 
and being unable to proceed to Qermany formed the original partisan groups which 
fought the Russian occupation 2b roes subsequent to the end of World War II* 

In Lithuania a greater number of men than In the other two Baltic states 
served in the German Army in some oases voluntarily* The rose on for this is 
that in order to be able to Join the German Amy or to be conscripted into that 
Arwy it was necessary to be a naturalised German citizen* As previously stated 
a comparatively large number of Lithuanians were naturalised as German oit leans 
because Lithuania was placed in the German orbit in 1 939* Such naturalisation 
enabled any Lithuanians who favored Germany to volunteer for military Service 
and also enabled the German authorities to conscript such naturalised Lithuan- 
ians both in Lithuania and in Oersuny* 

V* Disposition of Baltic Legions shortly before the Oer ian collapse. 

Even though the Baltic Legions wsre a part of the German fighting 
machine the German authorities as well as the German population still suspected 
in April and May of 19k$ that they may be tbs cause of an uprising within Oeraany 
Consequently when the Divisions of the Baltic Legions reached Germany proper 
they were disarmed* 

In the confusion that existed shortly prior to the German capitula- 
tion, unit commanders of the Baltic Legions in search of farther orders attempted 
to find their various headquarters* This however proved m impossible task as 
connunioatl^ns and transportation had been totally disrupted* As a result nary 
units wandered about aimlessly and fearing capture by the Russian forces con- 
tinued to move westward until they reached the Elbe River where they surrendered 
to the U*S. Forces. In most all oases these surrendering units were its unarmed* 

In the hectic days of March, April and May 191*5 a great number of 
sen had been wounded or had bdeons ill because of lack of food, clothing and 
medical equipment • These individuals received orders to prooeed to Denmark where 
three recuperation Battalions of the Baltic Legions were stationed* Due to the 
fact that the Legions had lost most of their vehicles to the Russians or had 
abandoned such vehicles in their retreat and due to the fact that any and all 
possible transportation was virtually at a standstill, these units were forced 
to proceed to their destination in Denmark on foot* Some of these individuals 
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on thair way to Denmark surrendered to U.S .Forces while others were stopped 
at the border city of FLENSHJRG, Oeraany where they found that the German-D finish 
border had been re-established end was closed to them. 

In their attempt to flee from the Ba ltic states because of the impending 
Russian occupation members of the SICHERHBITSDIENST (SD) believed that they could 
conceal their identity as well as their participation in atrocities by becoming 
members of tho Baltlo Legions. In some cases, as in the oase of AFAJS Chief of 
the SD in Latvia the German authorities attempted to force members of the SD 
into the Legions. However, the Latvian authorities refused to conscript members 
of those organisations claiming that these oembers'^ere /jot old line officers 
and oould thereby not be given coo&and of front lirai^inlia. This explanation 
was accepted by the Oerman authorities and members oT^fr^p were not conscripted 
and were placed in the records of conscription . Hevertbv. ^ae a number of former 
SD men appeared in BCT0T-60* IENWAUX and HBUFttiaffiR when 'Legions were being 
re-grouped there, claimed that they had been separated from, their unit somewhere 
on the Eastern front and were therefore placed in a newly activated unit. 

The greeter number of SD men who gained admission into the Legion in this 
fashion were placed in the Construction units which wars than - in the latter 
part of l?Uli - located in the vicinity of THDHH, in the Polish Corridor. 



VI. The Baltic Legions subsequent to Cessation of Hostilities (May 19U5) . 

The members' of the Baltic Legions which were taken POT by the allies, 
were at first placed In various enclosures and later collected in major POT camps. 
The largest enclosures or oaipe existed in Patios, 1200 and FallingVostl, 
Ostfrlealand >00 all at present In the British tons. When the U.S.Aroy was 
withdrawn from the territory it had captfcred in order to confine itself to the 
newly created 0*S.Zone, these POT* s were transferred by the British authorities. 
Toward the end of 19h$$ approximately 60% of the Baltlo Legloneers who were 
POT 1 s, were transferred from Oemany to a Baltlo POT camp in Zedelheim, Bel- 
gium, where they remained until 1?1*6. They wore then returned to Oemany and 
discharged with instructions that they may enter displaced person camps. 

THE PQV's located in Oetrfriesland for the main part were not trans- 
ferred to Zedelheim, but remained in «n area which was tamed a canp, but had 
no physical boundaries. They wars permitted to use the entire area but not to 
absent themselves from that area. 

Many Baltic Legloneers had families which had come to Germany separately 
and which were not residing in many displaced persons camps all over Germany. 

In order to join their families, many Baltic Legloneers were escaping from these 
POT camps, and having procured civilian clothing, they in most cases attempted to 
withhold their military service when registering in these camps. 

Shortly after the end of World War II, when information about the 
Baltic Legions as such began to appear in officialdom, It caused a great amount 
of consternation as no one was able to establish whether or not this organisation 
was to be considered an organization Inimical to the interests of the allies as 
well as to the U.S. The UNKRA as well had no clarification as to the disposition 
of these members and in the beginning refused them eligibility. 
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Subsequently, however, there members were >;lven eligibility under 
UNHRA, but their oases remained pending until farther clarification, T^rsn 
IHO, later, was dubious as to the real motives of this organization, and as 
a result the status of eligibility of the members fluctuated during both 
UNRHA and IHO days from ineligible to eligible, to pending, to eligible, 
etc* Such indecision on the part of the authorities caused members of 
this organization to hide their service and, in some instances, even drove 
then to procuring forged documents. It should be noted that this happened 
prior to immigration of displaced persons to the U.S. under the Displaced 
Persons Act of 19l*6. 

When Germany’s defeat was imminent, the Daltie Legioneers close to the 
Headquarters of the Baltio Legion in Lubeck feared captors by the Russians. 
Having fought the Russians, and having heard that those Legioneers captured 
by the Russians were suffering inhuman treatment, these Legioneers attempted 
to conceal their tru identity if captured ty the following ruses 

When civilians of the Baltic States cate to Germany as refugees from 
Communism In 191*1*, they passed through the German customs at the Free City 
of Danzig and Ootenhafen (Gdynia) , Poland, and if cleared by the German 
customs, received a stamp in their passport to denote such clearance and 
the date of that clearance# On the other hand, members of the Baltic 
Legions that came to Germany as military personnel, were not required to 
pass any custom inspection. Consequently, no ouch stamp should be apparent 
in their passports. 

Such clearance stamps were, therefore, decided upon by members of 
the Latvian Legion staff to constitute prims facie evidence that a person 
in the possession of a passport stamped In this fashion has had no military 
service. Consequently, stamps of this type had been forged in the Head* 
quarters of the Baltic Legion in the very end of April and beginning of 
iay 191*5 in preparation for capture by the Russians. When a Latvian or 
Estonian was called for military service, he reported to the draft bo*.rd 
which examined him. In some oases where an individual was deferred from 
military service unt 1 further notice or until a certain date as well as, 
when a person was termed unsuitable for military eerrioe, a stamp to that 
effeot was also placed in Subject's passport, bearing the date of suoh de- 
ferral as well as the period of time for which the Individual was deferred. 
Such stamps were In the possession of the Legion Headquarters and in the 
beginning of 191*5 were plaoed in the passports of many Legioneers, deferring 
them either indefinitely or for an extended period of time as well as un- 
suitable in order to escape Russian punis Intents when they would be captured. 

Again it should be noted that such stanps were plaoed in the passport 
of the individual not for the purpose of confusing allied authorities, but 
rather for use In the event of capture by the Russians, as, at that time, 
the Baltic people had no doubt that the allies would be sympathetic to 
their cause and would not question their service. Having begun to tell & 
falsehood in the shape of withholding their military service, the Baltic 
Legioneers continued to withhold suoh service when It became apparent that 
their oases were suspended from immigration to the U.S. under Displaced 
Persons Act of 191*8. they attempted to bolster their olaints in some cases 
by continued use of the above mentioned, falsely procured stamps in their 
passports • 

During interviews of applicants for immigration to ths U.S. unde- 
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the Displaced Person* Act of 1 - where suspicion of possible military service 

existed * It was found that applicants who had withheld information of this service 
and/or used unauthorized stamps in their passport, stated the truth when confronted 
with evidence that it has been impossible for such a person to esoape conscription. 
In some cases an interrogation of 3 to 5 days was necessary to break the individual. 
However, in sons cases it ms accomplished during om interview. Tt should be 
remembered that *noet all former Legioneers attempted to withhold their militaxy 
service because they feared losing their existence. 

VII. Information available from Berlin Document Center regarding Baltic Legions. 

During a visit to BDO it was found that the information available on 
ffaffen SS members amounted to some 300,000 persons* However, this Information in 
most all cases only pertains to officers wbo bad been drafted prior to the middle 
of 1944. It was found that records on enlisted men and non-coanlssioned officers 
are not available in most all instances* 

In most all eases tbs InfOxmation furnished by Berlin is such that identity 
can definitely be established as it gives the date of birth, the person's last 
and first names, their previous occupation, where he was originally assigned, ary 
moves or transfers up to the middle of l?Uu, decorations or citations fee calved » 
and other incidental facts* 

Attention is invited to the fact that an officer of the Baltic Legion would 
have his entrance date into the Legion in many oases stated as a date previous 
to the actual beginning of duty. Tbs reason for this is that, as previously stated, 
the German authorities had compiled lists of farmer Baltic of ft cere and In some 
oases eade out personnel cards for the officers they Intended to conscript. 

(These personnel cards are similar to the B*S*Axmy Forms 201 and 65.) Having 
placed the date that the cards were made out as the date that the officer was 
conscripted. It would appear that the officer was conscripted earlier than actual ly 
was the oase. In most instances of this type the difference amounts to 2r3 months. 

However, there is ho wqr of aecrtainlng whether the officer was conscripted 
on the) date stated hy HXJ or on t he date he personally claims he was conscripted. 

VIII. Identification of members and Legionairss of tbs Sioherheitsdienst (SO). 

(a) It is very difficult to establish which Baltic Legionalre or Lith- 
uanian national had at one time (prior to 19 lib) been a member of the SD. In most 
all cases the members of this organisation bad their blood group tattooed in their 
left arapit. These individuals would have no knowledge of operations on the Russian 
front of the various Baltic Divisions, Regiments and Battalions and know even less 
regarding the various Companies and their commanders. 

In some instances their names would appear in the files of the 5DC as 
most of those members had had some service in support of German forces prior to 
1943 l«e. service in the Police Battalions or similar units. However, this is ho 
reason to suspect that every mealer of the Police Regiments was a member of the SD. 
On the other hand a 1 Latvians who had been members of the Facist PERK OHK RUSTS 
(Swastika League) in Latvia should be suspected of having been members of the SD. 

(b ). 1. All Baltic citizens were issued a passport at the; age of sixteen. 
Every time that a Baltic moved- from one address to another he had to report to the 
local Police precinct and state his old address as well as his new address. This 
move was then recorded in his passport. Consequently if a Baltic male claims no 
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^ Legionary service yet his last entry of civilian residonce in his passport was 

made five years prior to 1?1 j 3 such individual may be suspected for having had 
- service in the Baltic Legions. £ 

5 

2. Upon conscription into the Baltic Legions all Leg! onairos were forced 
to subnit their passports to their Battalion headquarters. In many instances they 
procured these passports from their units when they surrendered to the U.S. Forces. 
Consequently an Estonian or Latvian without a passport should be suspected of having 
had service in the Baltic Legions. 

3. Stamps placed in the passports of Baltic males stating that they cleared 
.the custom point at Ltnai j or Gotenhafen (NEU? AHBWASSER) should be disregarded as 

mi oh stamps in too many instances have been forged. 

h. A Baltic male possessing in hie passport a stas? which states that this 
passport can be used in place of a German foreigner's passport should be considered 
as evidence that this person entered Germany as a civilian on the date that is 
shown in this steep. This stamp was the equivalent of a military entry permit and 
qas needed by all civilians coming to Germany unless they came in military or para- 
military fbroati one. In some oases however even members of such units were given 
this stamp. On the other hand it has been found that sons civilians have not 
race i wad such a stamp in their passports. The latter however are exceptions and not 
the rule. 

5. Civilians coming to Germany from the Baltic states ware obligated to 

exchange the currency used in tbs Baltic states at that time - the - for 

HEX CHS iARKS. When exchanging such currency a stamp denoting the amount a no the 
place of exchange was placed in their passports. Members of military and para- 
military organisations had their money exchanged through military channels and * 
therefore wo-ild not have a eta ap of this type in their passports. 

6. It has been found that some former Baltic Legionnaire'- have their blood 
group tattooed in their left armpit where others had no such tattoo mark. The 
reason for this inconsistency is that when conscriptees of the Baltic Legions were 
in the vicinity of a medical unit or were placed. in a hospital at some time or 
another fbr various reasons they received such tattoo marks whereas members who 
were removed from hospitals or asdl&al unite did not receive such tattoo marks as 
it was too costly to move such a l$r£e number of men to tbs hospital Just for being 
tattooed. 

H. Conclusion i 

No evidence has been found until the present time to indicate that the 
Baltic Legions were a movement 1 or organi^tiaa hostile to the United States or its 
form of Government. In*£$tot It is debhtable whether they can even be considered as 
bonafide members of the Waffs n SS. In support of this claim the following facte 
should be mentioned* 

(1) At no tine did ary Baltic Legion airs have the SS insignia on hie uniforms. In 
fact it was forbidden for the Baltic SS to wear SS insists. In its place the 
various Legionnaires bad the flag of their respective countries sewn onto their . 
left sleeve. 

(2) It rill be found that in the Wrffen SS the ranks of officers and NCO's were 
always preceded by the letters SS for example SS STORJffiANNHJJIREK. In the Baltic 
Legions the rank was always preceded by the word ffaffen and never by the letters 
SS for instance WAFTENSTURHBANNKJHFBR • 

(3) The suspicision and the allegations that members of the Raltic Legions have 
participated in atrocities eould not be substantiated. It has been found that with 
very few exceptions no German front line fighting units have ever participated 
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